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"That was one of my last visits to Banaras to see my
guni," Sri Yukteswar concluded. "Even as Babaji haa
foretold at the Kumbha Mela, tike householder incarnation
of Lahiri Mahasaya was drawing to a close. During the
summer of 1895 his stalwart body developed a small boil
on the back. He protested against lancing; he was work-
ing out in his own flesh the evil karma of some of his
disciples. Finally a few chelas became very insistent;
the master replied cryptically:
" "The body has to find a cause to go; i will be agree-
able to whatever you want to do.'
"A short time later the incomparable guru gave up his
body in Banaras. No longer need I seek him out in his
little parlour; 1 find everyday of my life blessed by his
omnipresent guidance.*'
Years later, from the lips of Swarni Keshabananda,* an
advanced disciple, I heard many wonderful details about
the passing of Lahiri Mahasaya.
fc*A few days before my guru relinquished his body,"
Keshabananda told me, *'he materialized himself before
me as J sat in my hermitage in Hardwar.
** 'Come at once to Banaras,* With these words Lahiri
Mahasaya vanished.
fc*I entrained immediately for Banaras. At my guru's
home I found many disciples assembled. For hours that
dayt the master expounded the Gitai then he addressed
us simply.
" 1 am going home.'
**Our sobs of anguish broke out like an irresistible
torrent.
" *Be comforted; I shall rise again.' After this utter-
ance Lahiri Mahasaya' rose from his seat, thrice turned
his body around in a circle, assumed the lotus posture
while facing the north, and gloriously entered the final
mahasamodH.%
* My visit to Keshabananda's ashram is described in chapter 42.
t September 26, 1895, ;s the date on which Lahiri Mahasaya left
his body, In a- few more days he would have reached his sixty-
seventh birthday.
J Thrice revolving the body, then facing the north, are parts of
a Vedic rite used by masters who know beforehand when the